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Background: This assignment is to both help you and to allow you to “bank” extra credit for the first 
semester of the course. It is not required for a course grade. You will use the study aide you create to help 
you prepare for our weekly vocabulary quizzes. You will not know ahead of time which words will be on the 
quizzes, but they will start easy and progress in difficulty. You will need to know these terms to to 
understand the selections we read, to understand the items on the multiple choice portion of the AP exam, 
and the terms on our course exams. 
 
You must present your study aide to me on the FIRST DAY of school, either through email or physically in 
class, in order to receive the extra credit. There will only be one other extra credit opportunity in the first 
semester, so I recommend you take advantage of both of them. I do not accept assignments late, and the 
same policy applies to extra credit. 
 
Directions: Make a study aide to help you learn and remember each of the terms on the included list. 
Create a study aide that will best help you and that you will actually use (just this printed list does not 
qualify, neither does just copying this list out; it must be something YOU create). Past students have found 
it helpful to include examples in their study aides.  
 
Study Aide Ideas: 

Practice Alone 
• Make a Kahoot! game that you can play either solo or with classmates. 
• Use the list to make several different crossword puzzles using the various free crossword puzzle 

generators on the internet. You can then complete the crossword puzzles to practice. 
• Make a Quizlet list to practice vocabulary. To make it more challenging, move beyond definitions to 

examples. 
• Make old-fashioned flashcards with color to help link the word in your memory both visually and 

linguistically. Include examples to help you remember. 
• Scrambled words puzzles where the clues are the definitions. 

 
Practice That Requires a Partner/Group 

• Create a board-game where you draw cards on each turn. The cards could be either the definitions or 
vocabulary words. Assign points to each word depending on the difficulty and make that the number of 
spaces a player can move forward. Can only move forward if you identify the word for the definition or the 
definition for the word. Winner gets a prize (you determine prize). 

• Make a game of Go Fish with the definitions on one half of the cards and the words on the other half. You 
have to know the word and definition to match them and get a pair. For a more challenging version, 
match the word with an example. 

 
Get creative! Whatever you do for your study aide, make it something that you’ll actually use. A study aide 
you never use is a waste of time and space. 
 
Assessment: Extra credit will be awarded based on effort. Extra credit will not improve a semester grade 
more than 2.5% total. 
 
  



AP Language and Composition Vocabulary List 
(We will add to this list as we go through the year.) 

 
Word Definition 

Abstract That which cannot be experienced with the senses; that which has no defined form; that which is vague and 
unspecific 

Adage A folk saying with a lesson; "A rolling stone gathers no moss" 

Allegory A story in which characters, things, and events represent qualities or concepts; the interaction of these 
reveals a truth 

Alliteration The repetition of the same sound or letter at the beginning of consecutive words or syllables. 
Allusion An indirect reference, often to another text or an historic event. 

Ambiguity The presence of two or more possible meanings in any passage, often created when using abstract 
language. 

Analogy A comparison between two seemingly dissimilar things; metaphors and similes are two versions of this. 
Anaphora The repetition of words at the beginning of successive clauses. 
Anecdote A short account of an interesting event. 
Antimetabole The repetition of words in an inverted order to sharpen a contrast. 
Antithesis Parallel structure that juxtaposes contrasting ideas. 

Aphorism A brief statement that expresses a general truth or moral principle, or a memorable summation of an 
author's point 

Apostrophe A poetry term used to describe when the speaker in a poem is speaking to someone not present, to the 
reader, to an inanimate object, or to an abstract concept. 

Archaic Diction The use of words common to an earlier time period; antiquated language. 

Argument A statement put forth and supported by evidence. The statement must not be blatantly obvious, but one that 
requires explanation and evidence to prove. 

Aristotelian 
Triangle 

A diagram that represents a rhetorical situation as the relationship among the speaker, the subject, and the 
audience (see rhetorical triangle). 

Assertion An emphatic statement; declaration. An assertion supported by evidence becomes an argument. 
Assumption A belief or statement taken for granted without proof. Assumptions can form premises of an argument. 
Asyndeton Leaving out conjunctions between words, phrases, clauses. 
Attitude The speaker’s position on a subject as revealed through his or her tone. 
Audience The intended recipients of a text (be it a visual, spoken, or written text). 
Bias Prejudice or predisposition toward one side of a subject or issue. 
Catalog(ue) 
(Literary Device) A long list in poetry or prose used for poetic or rhetorical effect. 

Chiasmus When the same words are used twice in succession, but the second time the order of the words are 
reversed 

Cite/Citation Identifying a part of a piece of writing as being derived from a source, and including enough information that 
said source can be referenced. 

Claim An assertion, usually supported by evidence. Another term for an argument. 
Colloquialism An informal or conversational use of language. 
Comic Relief A humorous scene or anecdote inserted into a serious story in order to lighten the mood or relieve tension 
Common Ground Shared beliefs, values, or positions. 
Concession A reluctant acknowledgment or yielding. 

Conclusion A sentence, or paragraph, that ties a piece together, leaving the audience with something to think about; the 
last part of a syllogism. 

Concrete That which can be experienced with the senses; it has a defined form; it is specific and explicit. 
Connotation That which is implied by a word, as opposed to the word's literal meaning. 
Context Words, events, or circumstances that help frame something and provide its meaning. 
Counterargument A challenge to a position; an opposing argument (also often called a counter-claim or opposition) 
Deduction Reasoning that applies characteristics from the general to the specific. 
Denotation The literal meaning of a word; its dictionary definition. 
Diction Word choice; this is a term to refer to word choice, not a tool that an author can use. 

Didactic Fiction, non-fiction, or poetry that teaches a specific lesson or moral, or provides a model of correct behavior 
or thinking. 



Documentation Bibliographic information about the sources used in a piece of writing. 

Dramatic Irony When the audience is aware of something a character is not; when the character or speaker is unaware of 
the implications of what they are saying. 

Ellipsis Term used to describe when an author deliberately omits a word or phrase from prose for effect 
Epigram A brief, witty statement. 
Ethos A Greek term referring to the character of a person; one of Aristotle's three rhetorical appeals. 

Euphemism A more agreeable or less offensive substitute for generally unpleasant words or concepts; can be used for 
comic effect ("vertically challenged" instead of "short") 

Exigence The event or situation that catches the writer’s attention and triggers a response. 
Figurative 
Language The use of tropes/figures of speech; going beyond literal meaning to achieve literary effect. 

Idiom Common, often used phrase that has a meaning separate from the literal meaning of its words, and does 
not make sense when taken literally 

Imagery Vivid use of language that evokes readers' senses (sight, sound, taste, tough, hearing). 

Imply/Implication To strongly suggest or hint at something, without expressly stating it; a conclusion that can be drawn from 
something without being explicitly stated. 

Induction Reasoning that applies characteristics from the specific to the general. 
Invective A long, emotionally violent, attack using strong, abusive language 
Inversion A sentence in which the verb precedes the subject. 
Irony  
(Situational Irony) Incongruity between action and result; what occurs is the opposite of what is expected. 

Jargon Special words or expressions that are particular or unique to a group or profession. 
Juxtaposition The placement of two almost opposing things side by side to add emphasis. 

Kairos An appeal to time; it is the implication that one's argument is urgent and must be quickly acted upon or it is 
the act of selecting and using the most opportune moment to act or speak. 

Litote A particular form of understatement which is generated by denying the opposite of the statement which 
otherwise would be used. 

Logos A Greek term meaning "word"; an appeal to logic; utilizing logical thoughts, patterns, and reasoning to 
support an argument; one of Aristotle's three rhetorical appeals. 

Major Premise The superior argument in a syllogism. Ex. "All mammals breathe oxygen" 
Message That which the author hopes to communicate to the reader. 

Metaphor A figure of speech or trope through which one thing is spoken of as though it were something else, thus 
achieving an implicit comparison. 

Metonymy The use of something to represent something related. Ex. Referring to business people as "suits" or the 
Queen of England as "The Crown". 

Minor Premise The subordinate argument in a syllogism, Ex. "All horses are mammals" 
Motif A recurrent image, symbol, or idea that helps to develop a theme 
Occasion The environment and time in which a text is situated. Similar to context, but more specific. 
Oxymoron A figure of speech that combines two contradictory terms. 
Paradox A statement that seems contradictory but is actually true. 
Parallelism/ 
Parallel Structure The repetition of similar grammatical or syntactical patterns. 

Parody A piece that imitates and exaggerates the prominent features of another; used for comic effect or ridicule. 

Pathos A Greek term that refers to suffering but has come to be associated with broader appeals to emotion; one of 
Aristotle’s three rhetorical appeals. 

Persona The speaker, voice, or character assumed by the author of a piece of writing. 
Personification Assigning lifelike characteristics to inanimate objects. 
Polemic An argument against an idea, usually regarding philosophy, politics, or religion. 
Polysyndeton The deliberate use of a series of conjunctions. 

Premise An underlying belief, argument, fact, or assumption upon which an argument is based. These can be stated 
or unstated. 

Propaganda A negative term for writing designed to sway opinion rather than present information. 

Pun 
When a word that has more than one meaning is used in a manner that it functions with one definition to 
make one meaning and the other definition to make another, to humorous effect. Ex. "I am a mender of bad 
soles" (Julius Caesar, 1.1) 

Purpose One’s intention or objective in a text. 



Refute To discredit, disprove, or make irrelevant an argument, particularly a counterargument (also referred to as a 
rebuttal) 

Rhetoric The art of speaking or writing effectively. 

Rhetorical Modes 
Patterns of organization developed to achieve a specific purpose; modes include but are not limited to 
narration, description, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, definition, exemplification, classification 
and division, process analysis, and argumentation. 

Rhetorical 
Question A question asked more to produce an effect than to summon an answer. 

Rhetorical 
Situation The situation in which a text is created and presented (speaker, purpose, audience, context, and exigence). 

Sarcasm Verbal irony used to mock or convey contempt. 

Satire An ironic, sarcastic, or witty composition that claims to argue for something, but actually argues for 
something else; when a situation or phenomenon is exaggerated to demonstrate the fallaciousness of it. 

Semantics The meaning and interpretation of words, phrases, and sentences 

Sentence Variety The varying structure of sentences with regards to their length, subject and verb placement, and their use of 
different strategies such as parallelism; using a variety of sentence patterns to create a desired effect. 

Simile A figure of speech that compares two seemingly unlike things that uses conjunctions such as "like", "as", 
"more than", etc. 

Sound Argument An argument in which its premises are both VALID and TRUE. 
Source A book, article, person, or other resource consulted for information. 

Speaker/Author A term used for the author, speaker, or the person whose perspective (real or imagined) is being advanced 
in a text. 

Style The distinctive quality of speech or writing created by the selection and arrangement of words and figures of 
speech. 

Subject In rhetoric, the topic addressed in a piece of writing. 

Syllogism 
A form of deductive reasoning where an argument is based upon a major and minor premise. Both premises 
share terms with the concluding statement, and a term between them. Example: "All mammals breathe 
oxygen, and all horses are mammals, therefore all horses breathe oxygen." 

Symbol/ 
Symbolism 

A thing that stands for or represents something else, typically a concrete object representing an abstract 
concept. In an allegory, a character, object, or entity could represent another person or entity from reality. 

Synecdoche The use of an aspect of something to represent the whole. Ex. Referring to a car as "a set of wheels". 
Synesthesia When an author appeals to contradictory senses or appeals to multiple senses with a single description 
Syntax A term used to refer to sentence structure. 
Synthesis A combination or distillation of two or more sources to produce something more complex. 
Theme A central idea of a text or a message of a text 
Thesis The central idea in a work to which all parts of the work refer. 
Thesis Statement An explicit statement of the central idea in a work. 
Tone The speaker's attitude toward the subject or audience as conveyed by the connotation of their diction. 
Trope Artful diction; the use of language in a non-literal way; also called a figure of speech. 

Understatement 
The lack of emphasis in a statement or point; restraint in language often used for ironic or humorous effect. 
Ex. The Black Knight in "Monty Python and The Holy Grail" referring to his loss of limb as "just a flesh 
wound". 

Unstated 
Premise A premise that is implied but not explicitly stated. 

Valid Argument An argument in which its premises are valid, but not necessarily proven to be true. 
Verbal Irony A contradiction between what is said and what is meant.  
Vernacular The every-day, ordinary language or dialect of a particular group 
Voice In rhetoric, a distinctive quality in the style and tone of writing. 

Zeugma A construction in which one word (usually a verb) modifies or governs—often in different, sometimes 
incongruent ways—two or more words in a sentence. 

 


